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UM STUDENT FROM  GREAT BARRINGTON PUTS ACADEMICS TO W ORK 
MISSOULA, Mont. -
Samantha Rae Benigno of Great Barrington, Mass., a senior in psychology at The 
University of Montana, put her academics to work spring semester in an internship through the 
Center for Work-Based Learning at UM.
She worked as a peer educator with the Self-Over-Substance Program at UM’s 
Counseling and Psychological Services. Her primary job was to educate other students about the 
effects of mind-altering substances and the dangers of alcohol and psychoactive drugs. The 
training enabled her to facilitate support groups of young people who are dealing with substance- 
related problems.
Benigno graduated from Monument Mountain Regional High School in 1996. Her parents 
are Rasha and Joe Benigno.
Work-Based Learning’s internship program helps students integrate their academic 
education with job experience by developing work opportunities and coordinating placement 
activities with employers and faculty advisers. The program serves about 1,800 students a year, 
placing 400 to 500 of them as interns throughout Montana and the nation in more than 35 fields 
of employment. For information, visit the Web site at http://www.umt.edu/coop_intem/wbl/.
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